
 

 

 
 
 

Session on 

AI, IOT & AUTOMATION IN CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING SECTOR 
1400 - 1700 HRS | 11th December 2019 | BIEC, Bengaluru, India 

 

P R O G R A M M E 
 

1400 Hrs Registration & Networking  

The construction engineering sector is one of the largest sectors in the world, with an annual market capitalization 

exceeding $10 trillion. Despite its tremendous potential, many firms are struggling due to a shortage of skilled 

workers, weak productivity growth, and waste. The construction engineering sector is one of the least digitized 

industries worldwide and has resultantly failed to significantly increase productivity in decades while productivity in 

other sectors has grown multifold. Today, it is evident that the level of automation in construction is very low in 

comparison with current technological advances. That is why we must make new efforts to increase the automation 

level in this important sector. It’s time to shake things up in the construction engineering sector and automation 

using emerging technologies such as AI, IoT, etc are the next big thing that will help construction firms thrive over 

the next 50 years. 

1430 - 1435 Hrs Theme Address 
Mr Pratik Kumar 
Chairman, Task Force on AI, IoT & Robotics & 
Chief Executive Officer, Wipro Infrastructure Engineering 

1435 - 1445 Hrs Special Address 
Mr Kris Gopalakrishnan 
Chair, CII AI Forum & 
Chairman, Axilor Ventures 

1445 - 1500 Hrs Keynote Address 
Mr Gopalakrishnan S.# 
Additional Secretary 
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

1500 - 1600 Hrs Panel Discussions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

1500 - 1600 Hrs Panel Discussion I: Technology trend radar and changing value chain model 
in the construction and equipment business 
 
A large majority of players in the construction engineering sector today recognize how 
technologies are affecting every part of their business. According to one study, more than 90% 
of companies agree that technologies will influence their processes. Technologies give players 
in the construction engineering sector ways to improve their productivity. While other industries 
are already benefiting – along the entire value chain while construction engineering sector still 
lags behind. Recent developments in the construction engineering sector and other branches 
of industry show that players in this sector who move quickly to concern themselves with 
technological developments and think carefully about how to implement them all along the 
value chain have every chance of setting themselves apart from the competition. While 
companies are still facing challenges of deciding which approaches suit them best and how 
they can be implemented. 

Moderator Mr Sameer Gandhi# 
Managing Director 
OMRON Automation Pvt. Ltd. 

Panelists Mr Nitin Pai 
Chief Marketing & Strategy Officer 
Tata Elxsi Ltd. 
 

Mr Christian Grante 
Director - Emerging Technologies 
Volvo Construction Equipment, Sweden 
 

Mr Daisuke Sasao 

General Manager, Client Solutions Div. 
Hitachi Construction Machinery Japan 
 

Mr. Kishore S Nambiar 
Global Head- Discrete Manufacturing, Aerospace & Defence 
L&T Next 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

1600 - 1700 Hrs Panel Discussion II: Technology implications of AI, IoT & Automation and 
impact assessment in the construction and equipment business 
 
With technology growing and innovating year on year, most industries have been affected by 
some sort of industry disruption. Companies that have chosen to shake things up and try new 
things have proven to be a major success, but what about the construction industry? In the 
past decade, the construction industry has seen many changes, from the construction 
materials used, type of builders, to methods used to design and build new facilities – all 
because of advancements in technology. Technologies such as AI, IoT, Automation, etc are 
making a great impact due to its future possibilities in the whole construction process. In 
addition, technologies can take advantage of the analysis of large sets of data and also 
generate valuable information in the form of data, which is rarely ever used. However, the 
application of technologies that can impact the construction engineering sector is still unknown. 
Designers, architects, and engineers find more questions than answers. 

Moderator Mr Nipun Mehrotra 
Former Chief Digital Officer 
IBM 

Panelists Mr G Sundararaman 
SVP & Head - Automation Solutions 
Wipro Infrastructure Engineering 
 

Mr Sanjeev Arora 

JCB India 
 

Dr Amresh Chakrabarti 
Chairman – CPDM 
Indian Institute of Science Bangalore 

#Awaiting 


